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Love, do not harm the motherland.
Serve, don’t disserve the people.
Uphold science, don’t be ignorant and unenlightened.
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Work hard, don’t be lazy and hate work.

Be united and help each other, don’t gain benefits at the expense of others.

Be honest and trustworthy, not profit-mongering at the expense of your values.
Be disciplined and law-abiding instead of chaotic and lawless.

Know plain living and hard struggle, do not wallow in luxuries and pleasures.
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A Study of Propaganda for the “Eight
Honors & Eight Disgraces” Agenda in
Mainland China

Yu-li Wang’

ABSTRACT

This study aims to discuss the performance and the transition of
mainland China’s propaganda in the new era by taking the “Eight Honors &
Eight Disgraces” agenda as a case study. Based on the framework of
Jowett and O’Donnell’s “propaganda model,” this study applies the research
methods of literature review, secondary analysis and in-depth interviews to
the discussion. The findings are: the communicators of the “Eight Honors
& Eight Disgraces” agenda are mainly communist party organizations, gov-
ernment agencies, educational institutions, mass media, publishers, and very
few interest groups or individuals; the content style belongs to the tradi-
tional written though gradually shifts to the “visual oriented,” which is still
“dogmatic” and “exemplary”; although there are more innovative practices
in terms of channels and means, and the stratified audience is “highly tar-
geted,” the effect is still limited. In addition, the five factors which affect
mainland China’s propaganda transition are: political control, media com-
mercialization, the new technology of the Internet, and the social changes.

Keywords: Eight Honors & Eight Disgraces, the Internet, media commer-
cialization, propaganda
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