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Taiwan’s Political Transition and the Change
of National Identity: 1945-2000

Sheu, Chau-Jin*

ABSTRACT

Taiwan has shifted from an authoritarian regime to a democratic regime
successfully. However, “national identity” has remained a controversial political
problem and the main source of political conflicts in Taiwan. By historical analysis, this
study tries to explore the change of official national identity under KMT’s rule. My
research questions are the following: (1) how did the official national identity evolve in
the different stages of the political transition? and (2) how did the political transition and
other factors effect the official national identity? My analytical results show that the
change of Taiwan’s national identity under the KMT government evolved from an
extreme and counterfactual “Great China” stand to the position of “Taiwan
Independence,” accomplished by gradual modifications. However, although the change
was obvious, KMT’s national identity both in the constitutional framework and in the
cross-strait policy is still situated in the Great China area in terms of the
independence/unification spectrum. Besides, the change of Taiwan’s national identity is
primarily a function of the increasing rational demands of the Taiwanese people during
the process of political liberalization and democratization, but the influence of the USA

and China seems even more manifest.

Keywords: Political Transition, National Identity, Constitution, Cross-Strait Policy
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