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State Being and Social Existence:
Liang Chi-Chao’s Theory of State

Daw-Yih Jang®, Kuo-Ching Hsu™

ABSTRACT

This paper is to explore Liang Chi-Chao’s theory of state, which proposes the
thoughts about the legitimate of power and the aim of state being. To contemplate the
aim of state being, we expect, through the discourse of Liang Chi-Chao, to offer different
thinking dimensions to our current constitution and the power of state so as to make us
escape the opposition of party politics and return to the origin of state theory. In
retrospect to the development of the western history, when the society stayed in social
disorder as a result of change of state power, the profound contemplation of the
legitimate of power and the aim of state being thus emerged, further forming the
academic tradition of state science (Staatswissenschaft). This paper considers that Liang
proposed “The new people” to rethink the foundation of state being, rebuild the traits of
civics based on the moral society, bring up the moral norms among individual, society
and state, and construct the organizations of state power as well as the legitimate of state
power and the aim of state being. The perspective of state, in view of social fact, mold
state being in a bottom-up process. Probably the main purpose of state development is
the stabilization of social existence, which is exactly the historical full view of the
constitutional monarchy that Liang had ever strived for. In order to reach the purpose,
the authentic basis of state development must be composed of the diversification in any

social existence. Knowing such a historical dynamic law and its irreversibility, not only
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are we able to find a way out in the jungle of constitutionalism but moderate the political
torrid enthusiasm in Taiwan. When social members confront the chaotic and puzzled
political future with depression, it pays for us to look back to the classical questions and

reflect the significance of commonwealth.

Keywords: Liang Chi-Chao, the new people, constitutional monarchy, state being,
social existence, theory of state



